. Cochleariform teeth, with or without apparent outer cusp, distinguishes this group of species from remaining Hypostomus.
INTRODUCTION
Hypostomus La Cépède, 1 803 is one of the most species rich genera among the South American fishes, with 111 valid species and about one third more still undescribed (Weber, 2003; Armbruster, 2003) . The species of the cochliodon group are reported from the Amazon, Orinoco, La Plata and Guianese river systems. With 11 recognized species, it comprises the species of the former genus Cochliodon Heckel, 1853 and other recently described species. Closely related to Hypostomus, Cochliodon was based on a single apomorphy, its spoon shaped (called cochleariform) teeth. Later on, Eigenmann (1922) described Cheiridodus, differing from Cochliodon by the presence of a small outer cusp on the teeth, that was later recognized as a junior synonym by Dahl (1971 (Armbruster, 2003) . Cochleariform teeth, with or without apparent outer cusp, distinguishes this group of species from remaining Hypostomus.
In this paper, five new amazonian Hypostomus species of the cochliodon group are described and data for a population of H. hemicochliodon Armbruster, 2003 are given, expanding the known distribution area for this species. Comments on the redescription of//, cochliodon Kner, 1854 in Armbruster (2003) are made based on the Kner's original description and on the similarities between Hypostomus soniae sp. n. and H. cochliodon sensu Armbruster, 2003 (part) 
MATERIAL AND METHODS
Measurements were made with a digital calliper to the nearest 0. 1 mm; counts and measurements follow Boeseman (1968) ; description of buccal papilla size and count of odontodes on opercle follow Armbruster (2003) . Vertebrae were counted on X-ray images of holotypes, except for Hypostomus hemicochliodon which was based on specimen MZUSP 34626. Drawings were made using a profile projector Nikon V12
and Nikon SMZ-10 stereomicroscope with camera lucida; teeth drawings were made from replacement teeth of upper right jaw. Colour description was based on preserved specimens; for H. ericae a brief note of colour in living specimens is based on pictures of a specimen taken in the field. Material not explicitly mentioned is listed in the Appendix.
Institutional abbreviations follow Eschmeyer (1998) Armbruster, 2003:14) 5 5 to 10 odontodes on opercle; well developed keels on body to 3 odontodes on opercle; keels on body absent or poorly developed H. pyrineusi (Miranda Ribeiro, 1920 Adipose-fin spine strongly curved on adult specimens (Fig. 3B) Pectoral-fin spines covered with odontodes, progressively larger as approaching distal extremity, hooked and more developed in larger specimens. Adipose-fin spine long and slightly curved (Fig. 3F) Armbruster, 2003 . Sharing the same colour pattern with Hypostomus soniae sp. n., these are provisionally named Hypostomus aff. soniae.
DISCUSSION
The five new Hypostomus species described herein are considered to be part of Hypostomus cochliodon group Armbruster, 2003) because of their highly angled jaws and the presence of few spoon-shaped teeth, with a small lateral cusp (see Armbruster, 2003) (Lundberg et al., 1998; Montoya-Burgos, 2003 
